Date: Wed, 14 Apr 93 04:30:19 PDT 

From: Info-Hams Mailing List and Newsgroup <info-hams@ucsd.edu> 
Errors-To: Info-Hams-Errors@UCSD.Edu 

Reply-To: Info-Hams@UCSD.Edu 

Precedence: Bulk 

Subject: Info-Hams Digest V93 #460 

To: Info-Hams 


Info-Hams Digest Wed, 14 Apr 93 Volume 93 : Issue 460 


Today's Topics: 
Ham radio: The dull alternative 
Hf Cabling ? 
QSL Routes 93: updates on ftp-server 
Radio FAQ Retrieval Stats for news.answers Archive 


Send Replies or notes for publication to: <Info-Hams@UCSD.Edu> 
Send subscription requests to: <Info-Hams-REQUEST@UCSD.Edu> 
Problems you can't solve otherwise to brian@ucsd.edu. 


Archives of past issues of the Info-Hams Digest are available 
(by FTP only) from UCSD.Edu in directory "mailarchives/info-hams". 


We trust that readers are intelligent enough to realize that all text 
herein consists of personal comments and does not represent the official 
policies or positions of any party. Your mileage may vary. So there. 


Date: Tue, 13 Apr 93 23:12:51 PDT 

From: psgrain!neon!wiskit! firefly! twiki! peterl@uunet.uu.net 
Subject: Ham radio: The dull alternative 

To: info-hams@ucsd.edu 


btoback@netcom.com (Bruce Toback) writes: 


>>sometimes treated more like pets than people. Not only were there 
no girls or women among the 20 or so applicants at the VE session 

I went to, but none of the VEs were women. 

>> 


I was rather perplexed at this well intentioned comment. Why would it 
matter if there were VEs who were women or not? We should really not 
care if they are women, but simply, if they are qualified. 


Organizations shouldn't have to divide positions based on the fact that 
there have to be percentages of various genders and races and such. The 
fact of the matter is, you utilize who will get the job done, regardless 


of who they are, what nationality they are, how much money they make, or 
how they choose to pray (or lack thereof). 


Congrats for coming back into ham! 


-Peter Lee 
CS Major at University of Portland, 
Senior Member, Columbia Composite Sq., CIVIL AIR PATROL 


Internet: peterl@twiki.PDX.COM (Peter Lee) 
UUCP: ..!togicse, reed}! qiclab! twiki! peterl 


Date: Wed, 14 Apr 1993 09:36:36 GMT 

From: usc!sdd.hp.com!apollo.hp.com!hpwin052!hpqmoea! dstock@network.UCSD.EDU 
Subject: Hf Cabling ? 

To: info-hams@ucsd.edu 


eoeeon Couger (gcouger@olesun.okstate.edu) wrote: 

: PAV AVAVAVAVA TATA TATA TATA TATA TATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATAS 

: I recall reading in NASA tech breifs that ordenary light switches work to 
: at least 1 GHz with out much problem. 

: Gordon AB5Dg 


Surprisingly, those cheap slide switches with the pressed tin frames 
work quite well at RF. I know one antique sampling scope that used them 
to 1GHz to switch the trigger input directly. 


As the original question is from someone who said he was just 
beginning in radio, I think it's important to say when special 
circumstances are involved: 


Ordinary lightswitches 


I'm in Scotland, with all domestic power at 240v, and fierce 
regulations about electrical safety, our ordinary lightswitches are very 
different to US models. It is likely that the NASA tech brief concerned 
one type commonly available in the USA, the problem is you need to know 
which one, as there will likely be plenty of others which are useless. 


Switching RF 
Any switch will switch RF, although the performance could be anwhere 


between superb and useless for whatever purpose involved. 
A good switch has to provide: 


Minimum loss on the selected path 

Maximum isolation on the un-selected paths 

Minimum reflection (=go00d VSWR) on the selected path 

Reliable operation at the power level involved. 

Minimum signal radiated, minimum activity as an antenna. 
It is very difficult to get all of these up to the performance usually 
wanted at UHF and microwave, it is much easier at HF. At UHF some can be 
done easily, but getting the whole lot right at once is much more fun. 


Mounting 


If you find the right switch, and it was found to work well enough 
for you, just check to see how it was mounted, if any screening was 
added, and how cables are attached. This can be more important than the 
rest of the switch. 


For HF, you can get away with murder. You can make switches out of 
junk that work as well as anything in your local amateur radio shop, you 
can make open line feeder from scrap wire and old ballpoint pen tubes 
that have lower loss than any available coax. There is something very 
satisfying about this. 


Cheers 
David GM4ZNX 


Date: Wed, 14 Apr 93 07:21:41 GMT 

From: usc!howland.reston.ans.net! gatech!enterpoop.mit.edu!ira.uka.de!news.dfn.de! 
hpux.rz.uni-jena.de! th-ilmenau.RZ.TH-Ilmenau.DE!systemtechnik.tu-ilmenau.de! 
tom@network.UCSD.EDU 

Subject: QSL Routes 93: updates on ftp-server 

To: info-hams@ucsd.edu 


Hello DXer, 


the monthly updates of "QSL Routes - World Annual of QSL Managers." 1/1993ff. 
edited by Theuberger Verlag Berlin,Germany, are now available on ftp-server 
ftp.tu-ilmenau.de, login:ftp, path: /pub/msdos/ham/qslroutes. 


GD DX de DL5ATP, Thomas. 
| Thomas Planke Thomas.Planke@Systemtechnik.TU-Ilmenau.DE | 


| Technical University Ilmenau Phone: +49 3677/69-1465 
| Dept. of Automation and Systems Engineering Fax: +49 3677/69-1446 


| 
| PF 327,Am Ehrenberg,D-06300 Ilmenau, Germany 
| (PacketRadio: DL5ATP@DBORSV.DEU.EURO) | 


Date: Wed, 14 Apr 93 01:02:35 MST 

From: cs.ubc.ca!alberta! kakwa.ucs.ualberta.ca!ersys!adec23!ve6mgs!rec-radio- 
info@beaver.cs.washington.edu 

Subject: Radio FAQ Retrieval Stats for news.answers Archive 

To: info-hams@ucsd.edu 


The following are some archive retrieval statistics from the 
news.answers archive at grasp1.univ-lyon1.fr. Although this is the 
smaller mirror archive in Western Europe (North American readers should 
use either pit-manager.mit.edu under /pub/usenet or ftp.uu.net under 
/usenet), the statistics are useful for comparison. Statistics for the 
radio-related FAQ postings, in addition to the most popular Usenet FAQ 
for comparison, are provided below. The entire set of statistics are 
available via anonymous FTP from grasp1.insa-lyon.fr under 
/pub/faq-stats/MARCH-1993. 


Summarized server: grasp1.univ-lyon1.fr 


Pxeaed 
Total Transfer Amount By File (March 1 - 31, 1993) 


Number Of 
File Name Requests 


1 alt-sex/faq/part1 76 


76 radio/rec-radio-info/welcome 
161 radio/monitoring/shortwave-faq 
198 radio/cb-radio-faq/part2 
237 radio/rec-radio-info/guidelines 
340 packet-radio-faq 
344 radio/ham-radio/archives 
345 radio/ham-radio/faq/part1 
346 radio/ham-radio/faq/part2 
347 radio/ham-radio/faq/part3 
348 radio/monitoring/am-fm-dxing 
349 radio/monitoring/scanning 
350 radio/packet-faq 


PPRPPRPPRBERENNWHY 


> 380: 


radio/cb-radio-faq/part1 
radio/cb-radio-faq/part3 
radio/cb-radio-faq/part4 
radio/ham-radio/elmers/admin 
radio/ham-radio/elmers/list 
radio/ham-radio/elmers/diff 
radio/ham-radio/hams-on-usenet/part1 
radio/ham-radio/hams-on-usenet/part2 
radio/ham-radio/hams-on-usenet/part3 
radio/ham-radio/hams-on-usenet/part4 
radio/personal-intro 


OO0O000 0000 0 


- Postings to rec.radio.info: rec-radio-info@ve6émgs.ampr.ab.ca 
- rec.radio.info administrivia: rec-radio-request@ve6mgs.ampr.ab.ca 


End of Info-Hams Digest V93 #460 
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